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CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN





Volunteer Application

Date of Application______________ Male (   Female (  Date of Birth__________________
Are you at least 21 years of age?      Yes (   No (
Are you a:     U.S. Citizen (
  Legal U.S. Resident (    Other (   Please explain: _________
CA Driver’s License No.____________________ Social Security No._____________________

Name_________________________________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________


  
         Street



City



Zip

Home Phone (______) __________________Work Phone (______) ______________________

Cell Phone (______) ____________________E-mail___________________________________

Marital Status:   Single (    Married (    Divorced (
Child/ren Sex and Ages (if applicable) _______________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

How did you become aware of the CASA Program? ___________________________________

What are your areas of interest/hobbies? _____________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

What languages do you speak other than English? _____________________________________

Are you fluent? ________________________________________________________________

Emergency Notification

______________________________________________________

Name




Relationship

 (________)_______________________

(________)_______________________
Daytime Telephone Number


Evening Telephone Number

CRIMINAL BACKGROUND

as required by california law, casa is to conduct thorough background investigations of all volunteer applications.  the background investigation includes, but is not limited to clearances from three personal references, california department of justice  fingerprints, child abuse registry and department of motor vehicles.  casa reserves the right to verify information deemed necessary to determine your stability as a casa volunteer.  refusal to consent to a formal security check shall be grounds for rejection of an applicant.


any applicant found to have been convicted of, or having charges pending for a felony or misdemeanor involving a sex ofence, child abuse or neglect, or related acts that would pose risks to children or the casa program’s credibility will not be accepted as a casa volunteer.  any information obtained will be kept strictly confidential by casa within the confines of the law.

Please list all other names used:

______________________________________________________________________________

Please list any arrests or convictions (including charges, dates, and locations) which may show up on a criminal background check.

__________________________________________________________________
EMPLOYMENT OR VOLUNTEER HISTORY

Work Status:  Part time (   Full Time (   Self-Employed (   Unemployed (   Retired (
Please start with current employer or volunteer assignment and list history for the last 5 years.  Use extra sheet of paper if necessary.
Employer or Agency_________________________________
  Job Title__________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________


Supervisor(s) _____________________________________Phone (_______) _______-________

Dates Worked:
From: ___________________
to: ___________________

May we contact you at work?    Yes (     No (
Employer or Agency _________________________________ Job Title__________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________


Supervisor(s) _____________________________________Phone (_______) _______-________

Dates Worked:
From: ___________________
to: ___________________

Employer or Agency __________________________________ Job Title __________________________

Address_______________________________________________________________________


Supervisor(s) _____________________________________Phone (_______) _______-________

Dates Worked:
From: ___________________
to: ___________________

Questionnaire

· Please answer the following questions to the best of your ability   
· Please read & sign “Acknowledgment of Providing Accurate Information” and ign “Authorization of CAR Screening”.
· Please sign “acknowledgemnt of reponsibilities”.  you may turn this sheet in later in the training process.


1.  If you are employed, are you able to arrange for time off for the CASA responsibilities, which may occur during work hours?  (i.e., attending in-service training, meeting with the social worker, attending court hearings and/or school meetings…)_____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2.  Who is your support network and how do they feel about your commitment in becoming a CASA? _______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

3.  Check any boxes in which you have had experience(s):

( Child Welfare

( Juvenile Court System

( Foster Care 

( Drug/Alcohol Abuse
( Emotional or Physical Abuse
( Domestic Violence
( Other______________________________________________
Briefly explain: _________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Describe your education and/or related training_____________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

I acknowledge that the information I have provided is true and correct.  I understand falsification of any information may prevent my acceptance as a CASA volunteer. 

Signed__________________________________ Date______________

Acknowledgement of Responsibilities

As a CASA Advocate and volunteer, I understand that I will:
· Support the Court Process

· Maintain confidentiality regarding all court cases

· Attend the child’s court hearings

· Be there for the CASA child throughout court proceedings; Explain proceedings to the child

· Identify and explore potential resources that would facilitate family preservation, early family reunification or alternative permanency planning

· Communicate the child’s needs to the court in written reports and recommendations

· Ensure that the court-approved plans for the child are being implemented

· Investigate interests of the child in judicial or administrative proceedings outside of Juvenile Court 

· Comply with other duties and responsibilities as determined by the Presiding Juvenile Court Judge or a designee.
· Meet requirements of the CASA Program

· Maintain complete records regarding the case

· Submit court reports 15 business days prior to court hearing; discuss all recommendations with Case Supervisor

· Submit monthly contact logs to CASA Case Supervisor

· Must possess a valid California Driver’s License, a safe driving record, and proof of personal vehicle insurance as required by California Law

· Attend and participate in 30 hours of initial training, or complete missed sessions while refraining from serving as an advocate until all requirements are met

· Participate in on-going supervision

· Complete 12 hours of additional on-going training each year

· Represent the CASA Organization as an ambassador promoting our mission statement

· Report any incident of suspected child abuse, neglect or abandonment in relation to your assigned CASA child.
· Do not engage in the following activities:

· Take the child home

· Give legal advice or therapeutic counseling

· Make placement arrangements for the child

· Give money or expensive gifts to the child or his/her family

· Be Committed to the Child

· Establish a stable relationship with the child to better understand his/her social, emotional, educational and medical needs and desires

· Be responsible for the child/teen when s/he is under my supervision

· Be knowledgeable of the potential risk of liability, and choose to accept that responsibility

· Stay Focused on my Duties as a Child Advocate

· Maintain regular contact with the child’s social worker, attorney, and other related professionals Communicate and coordinate efforts with the child’s social worker, attorney, and other related professionals

· Display objectivity, sensitivity, and a professional demeanor while interacting with related individuals on the case

· Investigate available records regarding the child’s family history, school behavior, medical or mental health history, and any other related records

· Explain the CASA volunteer’s role, duties and responsibilities to all parties associated with the case

· IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY THE CASA PROGRAM OF ANY CRIMINAL CHARGES AGAINST YOURSELF.

Print Name____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________
               
____________________

Signature







Date
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CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN





TO:
Orange County


Child Abuse Registry (CAR)

FR:
Court Appointed Special Advocates

RE:  Authorization of CAR Screening

Please screen the following volunteer for the presence or absence of substantiated reports of child abuse or neglect.


Volunteer authorization for release of information

I authorize Court Appointed Special Advocates of Orange County to receive information concerning me from the Orange County Child Abuse Registry, regarding the presence or absence of substantiated reports of child abuse or neglect.

I understand that this information will be received on a continuous basis during the duration of my service as a CASA volunteer.

List all aliases:

_____________________________


Date of Birth___________________

_____________________________


SSN_______-_______-__________

_____________________________









____________________________________







Signature







___________________________________________







Print Name







____________________________________







Date










